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What I claim as my invention is: The Evacuation and Emergency Visual 
Annunciator or EEVA. The EEVA will be an annunciator panel used in business and 
government building facilities in conjunction with their evacuation and emergency plans. 
It will provide visual aid to all individuals within the facility, as these annunciators will 
be installed above entry and exit points and personnel commons areas. They will also be 
installed in strategic locations as directed by the facility's senior management and/or their 
associated corporate senior management. 

The EEVA will use interchangeable panels, custom made to the customer's order 
as not all threats are prioritized the same due to geographical and regional differences. An 
example of this would be hurricanes, in which, this natural event only applies to those 
facilities positioned along coastal areas. 

The standard panels for industrial sites will measure either 12"xl2" or 8"x8" as 
deemed necessary by that specific ordering entity. 

Retailers, office facilities, government facilities, etc. will more than likely choose 
to custom order panels of different sizes (6"x6", etc.) for aesthetic purposes and 
practicality. 

As fire is the most common destructive and harmful threat to facility assets, the 
fire panel and evacuate panel will be standard on all annunciators. These panels will be 



1 



tied into the existing facility fire alarm system. When the fire alarm system activates, the 
associated panel blocks (as shown in figure 1 on the Descriptive Material Page) will light 
up indicating to all persons within the facility, to include the hearing impaired (ADA) 
that the associated audible tone is related to fire evacuation. The rest of the annunciator 
will work in similar fashion. One other associated and distinctive audible tone different 
from the fire alarm tone will indicate to all individuals within the facility that an 
emergency has been declared. The associated emergency will be visually indicated to all 
within the facility as to what needs to transpire (i.e. - go to tornado gathering points, 
evacuate facility due to gas leak, etc.). 

The declared emergency and the associated EEVA panel lighting will be 
accomplished through the manual pushing of associated buttons canned previously within 
the EEVA control box as shown on the attached Descriptive Material Page as figure 3. 
The facility emergency coordinator and/or his/her designee will accomplish the pushing 
of the associated buttons (i.e. - tornado, earthquake, gas leak, chemical spill, etc.). The 
associated declared emergency panel and/or panels will light up in conjunction with the 
distinctive audible tone indicating that an emergency has been declared. 

Panels will not only be semi translucent to allow the inner bright light within the 
panel box to shine through but will also be of distinctive coloring (i.e. - fire-red, tornado- 
blue, earthquake-yellow, gas leak-green, chemical spill-orange, etc.). 

The associated panel light will strobe intermittently at no more than X A second 
intervals to be more attention getting. The strobing/lighting effect will have to be turned 
off manually after the associated emergency has been declared over by the appropriate 
responsible party. 

The EEVA will be low voltage utilizing wire "runs" from the associated EEVA 
panel to the control box. All EEVA panels will be tied into the control box positioned in a 
secure area within the associated facility. The EEVA also will be able to be "hardwired" 
in, as are current audible and visual evacuation alarms. 

The thickness of the EEVA panel boxes (located above entry/exit points, 
commons areas, and preferred areas) will be approximately 2 to 2.5 inches in thickness 
(figure 1 - attached drawing). The thickness of the EEVA control box (figure 3 - 
attached drawing) will be approximately 1 to 2.5 inches in thickness. The thickness of the 
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panels (figure 1 and 2 attached drawing) will be approximately no more than X A inch thick 
made of translucent plastic or glass material. 

The EEVA will also be able to utilize radio frequency technology in which each 
EEVA panel box would be its own receiver of emergency broadcast information. This 
process would be similar to current weather radio technology in which certain tones 
originated by the emergency broadcasting system would activate each EEVA panel box 
with the associated emergency (i.e. terrorism) being displayed via strobes lighting 
associated panels and associated audible alarms. In this case the off button (figure 3 - 
attached drawing) would need to be pushed in order to turn all of the panel boxes off and 
reset into ready mode. This would be accomplished via a radio frequency unique tone 
generated from the local EEVA control box transmitted to each separate EEVA panel 
box. 

The wire runned or hardwired EEVA panel boxes would be turned off via pushing 
in the off button (figure 3 - attached drawing) resetting each panel box into ready mode. 

The EEVA will be an invaluable asset to all structural facilities that have, at any 
time, persons within. The lives that will be saved, the regulatory compliance adherence, 
upgraded asset protection and aid to those with disabilities due to the EEVA functions, 
will be invaluable and immeasurable in regards to lives' and costs' savings. 

The time for the EEVA is now due not only to recent events (September 11, 2001) 
but also due to the day to day threats (fire, tornado, etc.) common to all structural 
facilities. 
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